ARTICLE H

Signs and Billboards

SEC. 10-1-100
PURPOSE OF SIGN AND BILLBOARD REGULATIONS.


The purpose of this Article is to establish minimum standards to safeguard life and property and promote public welfare and community aesthetics by regulation the appearance, construction, location and maintenance of all signs and billboards.

SEC. 10-1-101
SIGNS AND BILLBOARDS – DEFINITIONS.


The following definitions are used in this Article:

(a) AWNING.  A temporary hood or cover which projects from the wall of the building, which can be retracted, folded, or collapsed against the face of a supporting structure.

(b) BILLBOARD.  A sign which advertises goods, products or facilities, or services not necessarily on the premise where the sign is located or directs persons to a different location from where the sign is located.

(c) BLANKETING.  The unreasonable obstruction of view of a sign caused by the placement of another sign.

(d) SIGN.  A sign shall include anything that promotes, calls attention or invites patronage (or anything similar to the aforementioned) to a business, location or product.

(e) DIRECTLY ILLUMINATED SIGN.  Any sign designed to give any artificial light directly through any transparent or translucent material from a source of light originating within or on such sign.

(f) DIRECTORY SIGN.  Shall mean a sign on which the names and locations of occupants or the use of a building is given.  This shall include offices and church directories.

(g) ELECTRONIC MESSAGE UNIT SIGN.  Any sign whose message may be changed by electronic process, including such messages as copy, art, graphics, time, date, temperature, weather or information concerning civic, charitable or the advertising of products or services for sale on the premises.  This also includes traveling or segmented message displays.

(h) FLASHING SIGN.  Any directly or indirectly illuminated sign on which artificial light is not maintained stationary and constant in intensity and color at all times when in use.

(i) GROUND AND/OR POLE SIGN.  Shall mean any sign which is supported by structures or supports in or upon the ground and independent of support from any building.  (Also referred to as “Free Standing Sign.”)  

(j) IDENTIFICATION SIGN.  Any sign which carries only the name of the firm, major enterprise, institution or principal products offered for sale on the premises or combination of these.

(k) INDIRECTLY ILLUMINATED SIGN.  Shall mean a sign that is illuminated from a source outside of the actual sign. 

(l) MARQUEE SIGN.  Shall mean a sign attached to and made part of a marquee.  A marquee is defined as a permanent roof-like structure projecting beyond a building wall at an entrance to a building or extending along and projecting beyond the building’s wall and generally designed and constructed to provide protection against weather.   

(m) NONCORNFORMING SIGN.  Shall mean any sign which does not conform to the regulations of this Article.

(n) PORTABLE SIGN.  Any sing not permanently attached to the ground, which is designed to be easily moved form one location to another.

(o) PROJECTING SIGN.  Any sing extending more than eighteen (18) inches, but less than three (3) feet from the face of a wall or building.

(p) REAL ESTATE SIGN.  Shall mean any sign which is used to offer for sale, lease, or rent the property upon which the sign is placed.

(q) ROOF SIGN.  Any sign erected upon or over the roof or parapet of any building.

(r) TEMPORARY SIGN.  Any sign intended to be displayed for a short period of time, including real estate, political or construction site signs, and banners, decorative type displays or anything similar to the aforementioned.  Temporary signs may be placed for no longer than thirty (30) days.

(s) WALL SIGN.  Any sign attached to, erected on, or painted on the wall of a building or structure, and projecting not more than six (6) inches from such wall.

(t) WINDOW SIGN.  Any sign located completely within an enclosed building and visible from a public way. 

SEC. 10-1-102
EXCEPTIONS TO SIGN REGULATIONS.


The following signs and related items shall not be included in the application of the regulations contained in this Article:

(a) Signs not exceeding one square foot in area and bearing only property numbers, post box numbers, or names of occupants of premises.

(b) Flags and insignia of any government, except when displayed in connection with commercial promotion.

(c) Legal notices, identification information, or directional signs erected by governmental bodies.

(d) Integral decorative or architectural features of buildings, except letters trademarks, moving parts, or moving lights.

(e) Signs directing and guiding traffic and parking on private property, but bearing no advertising matter.

SEC. 10-1-103
SIGN PERMITS REQUIRED.

(a) PERMIT REQUIRED.  No person shall erect, relocate, reconstruct or maintain or cause the aforementioned within the City of Loyal any signs without first having obtained and having in force and in effect a permit therefore from the Building Inspector.  

(b) PERMITS.  Signs shall not be erected or altered until a permit has been issued by the Building Inspector.  Applications for a sign permit shall be made in writing upon forms furnished by said Inspector.  The applicant shall file with the application plans and specifications and provide information about the sign, including dimensions, materials, illumination, wiring, height above grade, distance from lot line, and by whom it shall be erected.  Permits are not required for a copy change when no change in business name is involved. 

(c) INSPECTION.  The applicant shall, upon completion of the installation, relocation or alteration of the sign, notify the Building Inspector who will assure the sign complies with the regulations of this Article. 

(d) REVOCATION OF PERMIT; APPEAL.  The Building Inspector may at any time for a violation of this Chapter revoke a permit or require changes sot he sign conforms with this Chapter.  The holder of a revoked permit shall be entitled to an appeal before the Zoning Board of Appeals.

(e) EXCEPTIONS.

(1) Temporary Signs.  Permits are not required for such temporary signs as real estate (which advertises sale or rental of the premises upon which it is posted), political and construction site or similar type signs provided such signs do not exceed twenty-five (25) square feet of display surface.

(2) Window Signs.  Window signs directing attention to a business or profession conducted on the premises or to a product, service or entertainment sold or offered on said premises shall be permitted without a permit. 

SEC. 10-1-104
DANGEROUS AND ABANDONED SIGNS; VIOLATIONS.

(a) All signs shall be removed by the owner or lessee of the premises upon which the sign is located when a business which it advertises has not been conducted for a period of six (6) months or when in the judgment of the Building Inspector such sign is so old, dilapidated or has become so out of repair as to be dangerous or unsafe, whichever occurs first.  If the owner or lessee fails to remove it, the Building Inspector may remove the sign at cost of the owner, following adequate written notice.  The owner may appeal the Building Inspector’s decision to the Board of Appeals. 

(b) ALTERATIONS.  Any sign which was erected before the adoption of this sign ordinance shall not be rebuilt or relocated without conforming to all of the requirements of this ordinance.

(c) VIOLATIONS.  All signs constructed or maintained in violation of any of the provisions of this Article are hereby declared public nuisances with the meaning of the Code of Ordinances.  In addition to the above penalty provisions for violation of this Chapter, the Building Inspector may bring an action to abate the nuisance in the manner set forth in the Wisconsin State Statutes. 

SEC. 10-1-105
VARIANCES OR EXCEPTIONS.


Variances or exceptions may be granted by the Board of Appeals and decisions by the Building Inspector may be appealed to the Board of Appeals.

SEC. 10-1-106
CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE REGULATIONS FOR SIGNS.

(a) INSTALLATION.  All signs shall be property secured, supported and braced and shall be kept in reasonable structural condition and shall be kept clean and well painted at all times.  Bolts or screws shall not be fastened to window frames.  Every sign and its framework, braces, anchors and other supports shall be constructed of such material and with such workmanship as to be safe and satisfactory to the Building Inspector.

(b) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.

(1) Awnings.  Lowest part of any awning shall be seven (7) feet above the sidewalk.  Signs are allowed directly on the awning or hanging on the frame, but not below seven (7) feet.

(2) Animated Signs.  Signs with any moving parts, beacon lights, or moving lights shall not be permitted, except revolving signs are permitted. 

(3) Flashing Signs.  Flashing signs will be permitted, but the intensity of the bulb cannot exceed twenty-five (25) watts.  Bare reflecting types bulbs of any kind are not allowed for a flashing or non-flashing sign unless they are properly shaded as so not to interfere with surrounding properties.

(4) Roof Signs.  No sign shall be located so as to project above the parapet line, unless approved by the Building Inspector. 

(5) Illuminated Signs.  Any illuminated signs shall not interfere with surrounding properties or traffic.

(6) Projection.  Signs including supports shall not project beyond three (3) feet of the face of the wall to which attached.

(7) Blanketing.  Blanketing of signs shall not be allowed.

(8) Maintenance.  All signs, including supports and attachments, shall be properly maintained and have an appearance that is neat and clean.

(c) REQUIREMENTS PER ZONING DISTRICT.

(1) Exceptions to Height and Setback Requirements.  Signs may be allowed in the setback area if they are below three (3) feet or are pole mounted and above twelve (12) feet to the bottom of the sign.  The pole diameter of pole-mounted signs shall not exceed twelve 912) inches and sign shall be located so as to project above the parapet line, unless approved by the Building Inspector.

(2) Prohibitions.

a. No sign shall be erected so that any portion of the sign or its supports attach to or interfere with the free use of any fire escape, exit, any required stairway, door, ventilator or window.

b. No sign shall be erected that will interfere with, obstruct, confuse, or mislead traffic.  Signs shall not resemble, imitate, or approximate the shape, size, form, or color of railroad or traffic signs, signals, or devices.  Signs shall not obstruct or interfere with the effectiveness of railroad or traffic signs, signals, or devices.  No sign shall be erected, relocated, or maintained so as to prevent free ingress or egress from any door, window, or fire escape; and no sign shall be attached to a standpipe or fire escape.  No sign shall be placed so as to obstruct or interfere with traffic visibility.

(d) RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT IDENTIFICATION SIGNS.  Residential development identification signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in sign area.  A maximum of two such signs is permitted per development after review and approval by the Building Inspector.

(e) SEARCH LIGHTS.  The Common Council may permit the temporary use of a search light for advertising purposes in any district provided that the search light will not be located in any public right-of-way, will not be located closer than ten (10) feet to an adjacent property and will not cause a hazard to traffic or adjoining properties.  Search light permits shall not be granted for a period of more than five (5) day in any six-month period.

(f) SIGNS ON PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY.  Signs shall not be permitted on public rights-of-way except for traffic control, parking and directional signs and as otherwise specified in this Chapter.  A sign in direct line of vision of any traffic signal, from any point in the traffic lane from a position opposite the near sidewalk line to a position one hundred fifty (150) feet before said sidewalk line, shall not have red, green, or amber illumination. 

SEC. 10-1-107
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.

(a) TEMPORARY SIGN LIMITATIONS.

(1) All temporary signs such as real estate, construction site and political signs shall be removed within ten (10) days after their use has discontinued.

(2) Temporary signs may be placed on a property, but shall not be located on a right-of-way terrace, and shall not interfere with driveway vision clearance.

(b) ELECTRONIC MESSAGE UNIT SIGNS.

(1) Such signs may be used only to advertise activities conducted on the premises or to present public service information.

(2) Segmented messages must be displayed not for less than one-half (1/2) second and more than ten (10) seconds.

(3) Traveling messages may travel no slower than sixteen (16) light columns per second and no faster than thirty-two (32) columns per second.

(c) PORTABLE SIGNS.

(1) Such signs shall be limited in use to thirty (30) days at a time, and not more frequently than three (3) times per year at any one location.

(2) The maximum size shall be twenty-five square feet on each face, back-to-back.

(d) LOCATION BY LIMITED ACCESS HIGHWAY.  No advertising device shall hereafter be erected or relocated within three hundred (300) feet of the right-of-way line of any limited access highway if the face thereof is visible therefrom, and advertising devices located at a greater distance than three hundred (300) feet from the right-of-way line of any limited access highway and visible therefrom shall not exceed in gross area in square feet 1/200 times the square of the distance of such advertising device from said limited access highway.  All outdoor advertising structures, post signs, accessory signs, or advertising statuary which are declared to be a traffic hazard by the Building Inspector after a recommendation from the City Engineer, and which do not conform to the provisions of this Section, shall be relocated or rearranged in accord with safety standards. 

(e) LOCATION BY PARK.  No advertising sign, when viewed from a public park of ten (10) or more acres in area, shall hereafter be erected or relocated within three hundred (300) feet of such public park of ten (10) acres or more in area; unless said sign is screened from said park by a building, wall or solid fence, and advertising devices located at a greater distance than three hundred (300) feet from such public park shall not exceed, in gross area of square feet, 1/200th’s times the square of the distance of such advertising sign from said park unless said sign is screened from said park by a building, wall or solid fence.

(f) LOCTION ADJACENT TO RESIDENCE DISTRICT.  No advertising signs shall be permitted within one hundred (100) feet of any Residence District boundary line unless said sign is completely screened from said Residence District by a building, solid fence, or an evergreen planting, which planting shall be not more than two (2) feet shorter than the height of the sign at the time said evergreens are planted; said evergreens shall be spaced not more than one-half (1/2) the height of the tree for regular varieties and one-third (1/3) the height of the tree for columnar varieties of trees; said evergreen planting shall be continuously maintained; or said sign is facing away from the residence district and the back is screened as provided below.

(g) SIGN MOUNTING.  All sign shall be mounted in one of the following manners:

(1) Flat against a building or wall.

(2) Back to back in pairs, so that the back of the sign will be screened from public view.

(3) In clusters in an arrangement which will screen the back of the signs from public view.

(4) Or otherwise mounted so that the backs of all signs or sign structures showing to public view shall be painted and maintained a neutral color or a color that blends with surrounding environment. 

SEC. 10-1-108
SIGNS PERMITTED IN RESIDENTIAL, CONSERVANCY AND FLOODPLAIN DISTRICTS.


All signs are prohibited in all residential, Conservancy and Floodplain Districts except the following:

(a) SIGNS OVER SHOW WINDOWS OR DOORS of a nonconforming business establishment announcing without display or elaboration only the name and occupation of the proprietor and not to exceed two (2) feet in height and ten 910) feet in length.

(b) REAL ESTATE SIGNS not to exceed eight (8) square feet in area which advertise the sale, rental, or lease of the premises upon which said signs are temporarily located.

(c) NAME, OCCUPATION AND WARNING SIGNS not to exceed two (2) square feet located on the premises.

(d) BULLETIN BOARDS for public, charitable or religious institutions not to exceed eight (8) square feet in area located on the premises.

(e) MEMORIAL SIGNS, table, names of buildings, and date of erection when cut into any masonry surface or when constructed of metal and affixed flat against a structure.

(f) OFFICIAL SIGNS, such as traffic control, parking restrictions, information, and notices.

(g) TEMPORARY SIGNS when authorized by the Building Inspector for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days.

SEC. 10-1-109
SIGNS PERMITTEDIN BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS.

Signs are permitted in all Business and Industrial Districts subject to the following restrictions:

(a) WALL SIGNS placed against the exterior walls of buildings shall not extend more than six (6) inches outside of a building’s wall surface, shall not exceed five hundred (500) square feet in area for any one premises, and shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in height above the mean centerline street grade.

(b) PROJECTING SIGNS fastened to, suspended from, or supported by structures shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet in area for any one premises; shall not extend more than three (3) feet into any public right-of-way; shall not be less than ten (10) feet from all side lot lines; shall not exceed a height of twenty (20) feet above the mean centerline street grade; and shall not be less than ten (10) feet above the sidewalk nor fifteen (15) feet above a driveway or an alley.

(c) GROUND SIGNS shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in height above the mean centerline street grade, shall meet all yard requirements for the district in which they are located, and shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet on all sides for any one premises. 

(d) ROOF SIGNS shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height above the roof, shall meet all the yard and height requirements for the district in which they are located, and shall not exceed three hundred (300) square feet on all sides for any one premises.

(e) ALL SIGNS shall advertise, promote, or represent only establishments, goods, or services located, sold or manufactured with one hundred (100) feet.

(f) COMBINATION of any of the above signs shall meet all the requirements for the individual sign.

SEC. 10-1-110 THROUGH SEC. 10-1-119
RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE.

