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SEC. 3-2-1
BYLAWS GOVERNING FIRE DEPARTMENT.


The Loyal Volunteer Fire Department shall have power to adopt rules and bylaws for the proper management of its affairs and business, and for the government and discipline of its members, not inconsistent with State law or with this Municipal Code or incompatible with the objects for which said Department is created.

SEC. 3-2-2
POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE CHIEF.

(a) The Chief shall be at the head of the Department, subject to the laws of the State of Wisconsin, ordinances of this City and the Rules and regulations herein adopted.

(b) It shall be the duty of the Chief to be present at all fires, to have complete command of and entire responsibility for all fire fighting operations, to plan the control of the same, to direct the action of the companies when they arrive at a fire, to observe that every company does its duty, to grant leaves of absence at a fire when he may deem it proper and to see that the fire apparatus is kept in proper condition at all times.

(c) Not later than October 1st each year, the Chief shall file with the Finance Committee a detailed estimate of the appropriations needed for the conduct of the Department during the ensuing fiscal year.

(d) It shall be the duty of the Chief to submit a written report to the Common Council not later than February 1st of each year, and at such other times as he deems desirable, relating to the conditions of the various pieces of apparatus and appurtenances, the number of fires occurring since the previous report, the date of same and loss occasioned thereby, the number of members of each company, the total number of active members in the Department and resignations and expulsions from the Department.  He shall also report upon the drill and training program of the Department, together with other pertinent information, including recommendation of such improvements, as he deems proper and necessary for the operation of the Department. 

(e) He shall enforce all fire prevention ordinances of this City and state laws and regulations pertaining to fire prevention and shall keep citizens informed on fire prevention methods and on the activities of the Department.

(f) He shall keep a fire record book of every fire to which any company was called and shall enter in such book the locality of fire, time alarm was received, cause of fire, where fire started, cause of delay (if any) in responding, method of extinguishment and equipment used, amount of insurance carried on buildings and contents, estimated fire loss, time fire was extinguished, manes of men responding and general remarks.

(g) He shall keep an inventory of all apparatus and equipment with replacement costs and an inventory of all hose showing dates and results of test on each length, which shall be individually identified.

(h) He shall perform such other duties as are incumbent on the commanding officer of the Fire Department Bylaws

Cross Reference:  Section 2-3-6. 

SEC. 3-2-3
IMPEDING FIRE EQUIPMENT PROHIBITED.


No person shall impede the progress of the fire engine or fire truck or other fire apparatus of the City of Loyal along the streets or alleys of such City at the time of a fire or when the Fire Department of the City is using such streets or alleys in response to a fire alarm or for practice.

SEC. 3-2-4
POLICE POWER OF THE DEPARTMENT.

(a) The Chief and assistants or officers in command at any fire are hereby vested with full and complete police authority at fires.  Any officer of the department may cause the arrest of any person failing to give the right-of-way to the fire department in responding to a fire.

(b) The Fire Chief may prescribe certain limits in the vicinity of any fire within which no persons, excepting firemen and policemen and those admitted by order of any power to cause the removal of any property whenever it shall become necessary for the preservation of such property from fire or prevent the spreading of fire or to protect the adjoining property, and during the progress of any fire he shall have the power to cause the removal of all wires or other facilities and the turning off of all electricity or other services where the same impedes the work of the department during the progress of a fire.

SEC. 3-2-5
FIRE INSPECTOR; DUTIES.

(a) The Chief of the Fire Department shall hold the office of Fire Inspector with power to appoint one or more deputy fire inspectors, who shall perform the same duties and have the same powers of the Fire Inspector.

(b) It shall be the duty of Fire Inspectors to inspect at least twice per year all buildings, premises and thoroughfares within fire limits of the City of Loyal and to inspect semi-annually all buildings, premises and public thoroughfares within the City limits for the purpose of noting and causing to be corrected any condition liable to cause fire.

(c) Whenever or wherever in the City of Loyal any inspection by the Fire Chief or his deputies reveals a fire hazard, the Chief or his deputies shall serve a notice in writing upon the owner of the property giving said owner ten (10) days in which to remove the hazard.  In the event that the fire hazard is not removed within the time allowed, it shall be deemed a nuisance.  The Fire Chief or his deputy is authorized to have the same removed by the City, and the cost of such removal shall be recovered in an action by the City against the owner of the property.

(d) No person shall deny the Chief or his deputies’ free access to any property within the City at any reasonable time for the purpose of making fire inspections.  No person shall hinder or obstruct the Fire Inspector in the performance of his duty or refuse to observe any lawful direction given by him. 

SEC. 3-2-6
DAMAGING FIRE HOSE PROHIBITED.


No person shall willfully injure in any manner, any hose, hydrant or fire apparatus belonging to the City of Loyal, and no vehicle shall be driven over any unprotected hose of the Fire Department when laid down on any street, private driveway or other place, to be used at any fire or alarm of fire, without the consent of the Fire Department official in command.
SEC. 3-2-7
FIREMEN MAY ENTER ADJACENT PROPERTY.


It shall be lawful for any fireman while acting under the direction of the Fire Chief or other officer in command to enter upon the premises adjacent to or in the vicinity of any building or other property then on fire for the purpose of extinguishing such fire and in case any person shall hinder, resist or obstruct any fireman in the discharge of his duty as is hereinbefore provided, the person so offending shall be deemed guilty of resisting firemen in the discharge of their duty.

SEC. 3-2-8
DUTY OF BYSTANDERS TO ASSIST.


Every person who shall be present at a fire shall be subject to the orders of the Fire Chief or officer in command and may be required to render assistance in fighting the fire or in removing or guarding property.  Such officer shall have the power to cause the arrest of any person or persons refusing to obey said orders.

SEC. 3-2-9
VEHICLES TO YIELD RIGHT-OF-WAY.


Whenever there shall be a fire or fire alarm, or the Fire Department shall be out for practice, every person driving or riding in a motor or other vehicle shall move and remain to the side of the street until the fire engine and fire truck and other fire apparatus shall have passed.

SEC. 3-2-10
INTERFERENCE ITH USE OF HYDRANTS PROHIBITED.


No person shall occupy any portion of such streets or alleys with a motor or other vehicle between such fire engine or fire truck or other fire apparatus or any hydrant to which a fire hose may be, or may be about to be attached.

SEC. 3-2-10A
SOLID FUEL-FIRED OUTDOOR HEATING DEVICES.

(a) Purpose:  The purpose of this section is to promote the health and well being of the residents of the City of Loyal.

(b) Definition:  “Solid Fuel-Fired Outdoor Heating Device” means an outdoor device designed or constructed for solid fuel combustion so that the usable hear derived is for the interior of buildings.

(c) The construction or use of “Solid Fuel-Fired Outdoor Heating Devices” within the City limits of the City of Loyal is prohibited.

SEC. 3-2-11 BURNING TRASH OR REFUSE.

(a) No person shall keep, maintain or cause to be made any fire on any public street, alley, terrace or sidewalk in the City of Loyal.

(b) No person shall keep, maintain or cause to be made any fire for burning regulated combustible materials as defined in subsection (c) on any premises, public or private, within the City of Loyal.

(c) “Regulated combustible materials” means any trash, refuse or other materials which are subject to mandatory recycling as required in Title 4, Chapter 6 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Loyal.  Regulated combustible materials for the purposes of this section also includes, but shall not be limited to:  all plastic or rubber materials, waste oil, gasoline, tires, grease, yard waste, foam polystyrene packaging, household hazardous waste, medical waste, agricultural chemical containers, food or product residue or any other combustible materials which when burned create a noxious smoke or odor or are prohibited by State law or other regulation from being burned.

(d) This section shall not apply to any fire which utilizes combustible materials other than those prohibited from being burned in subsections (b) and (c) and the fire is:

(1) Contained in any vessel, container, structure or device constructed and maintained and used exclusively for the preparation and cooking of food for human consumption.

(2) Contained in a properly installed furnace, boiler or fireplace, which is constructed and maintained to provide heat to a dwelling or structure except as provided in Section 3-2-10A of this Code.

(3) An outdoor fire for which a burning permit has been issued in accordance with Section 3-2-12(a).

(4) Not on any public street, alley, terrace, or sidewalk as prohibited in subsection (a).

SEC. 3-2-12
BURNING PERMITS.

(a) FIRE PERMIT REQUIRED.   The Fire Inspector of the City of Loyal or an officer of the Fire Department designated by the Fire Chief is hereby authorized to issue permits for any outdoor fire including the burning of standing grass, where in his opinion, the same might be done safely and without noxious odor or smoke.  Said permits to be issued in writing stating the location and time when the burning will be done.  The persons applying for a burning permit shall agree to assume any liability resulting from damage caused by the fire.  Except as provided for in subsection (c), no person without first having obtained a permit shall keep, cause or maintain an outdoor fire in the City of Loyal.

(b) Any fire for which a permit is issued under this section is subject to the following restrictions:

(1) No regulated combustible materials shall be burned as prohibited by Section 3-2-11 (b) and (c).

(2) The fire shall be attended.  “Attended” for the purposes of this section means that the permit holder or his/her designee must be within 25 feet of the fire and not in any enclosure.

(3) No fire shall be allowed where prohibited by Section 3-2-11(a) except for standing grass outside the roadway.

(4) No fire shall be located closer than twenty (20) feet from any lot line, building or structure and, if deemed necessary, the officer issuing the permit shall require the fire to be covered with not larger an one-fourth (1/4) inch hardware cloth or similar material so as to prevent the escape of sparks and burning material.

(c) A permit is not required under this section for any outdoor fire in conformity with Section 3-2-11 (d) 1.

(d) CHIEF MAY PROHIBIT.  It shall be the duty of the fire Chief or an office of the Fire Department designated by the Fire Chief to investigate and prohibit any or all fires which are found to be in violation of this chapter or when atmospheric conditions or local circumstance make such fires hazardous.  Upon receiving notification from the Fire Chief, his designee or a City police officer, no property owner, tenant or other person, which caused, made or maintained any prohibited fire, shall fail to extinguish or allow to burn any such fire found to be in violation of this chapter.

SEC. 3-2-13
PENALTY.

(a) Any person who shall violate any provisions of this Chapter shall upon conviction thereof forfeit not less than $25.00 nor more than $200.00 together with the costs of prosecution and in default of payment thereof may be imprisoned in the county jail until payment of such forfeiture and costs of prosecution, but not exceeding ninety (90) days for each violation.

(b) The following deposit schedule is herby adopted for the use of citations issued for violations of this Chapter plus any applicable court cost, fees or penalty assessment.  Any police officer of the City of Loyal and the Fire Chief or any other officer of the Fire Department so designated by the Fire Chief shall enforce and may issue citations for violations of this Chapter.

SCHEDULE OF DEPOSITS


Offense






Deposit


Section 3-2-3

Impeding fire equipment…………... $150.00


Section 3-2-6

Damaging fire hose…………………$100.00


Section 3-2-8

Bystanders to assist…………………..$50.00


Section 3-2-9

Vehicles to yield right of way………$150.00


Section 3-2-10

Interference with fire hydrants…….…$30.00


Section 3-2-11

Burning of trash or recyclables………$50.00


Section 3-2-12 (a)
Burning without a permit………….…$50.00


Section 3-2-12 (b)
Fail to extinguish fire……………….$100.00

